
 

 

 

 

 

 

The town triangle in Jeffersonville became an invasive-free area thanks to plant donations and volunteer staff from Smuggler’s Notch 
Resort.  



 
 

  Excerpt from the 2007 
  Village and Town Plan of 
  Woodstock 
 
Problem/Issue: Woodstock's natural areas, 
working forests, and agricultural 
fields are being threatened by the spread of 
exotic invasive plants. 
Goal 4.1. Limit the spread of invasive plants. 
Objective 4.1.1. Control invasive plant species to 
minimize ecological and economic impacts to our 
native species and habitats, working forests and 
agricultural fields. 
*Implementation 4.1.1.1. Conduct 
workshops and provide informational 
materials to help landowners identify and 
control invasive plants on their properties. 
*Implementation 4.1.1.2. Work with the 
Billings Park Commission and other civic 
groups to control invasive plants on public 
lands. 
*Implementation 4.1.1.3. Encourage town 
and state road maintenance workers and 
utility, construction and logging crews to 
clean mowers, backhoes and other equipment 
before moving on to new sites.  

Hosting informational tables at town events like this one 
in Charlotte are a great way to get the word out about 

invasives and volunteer opportunities.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montpelier City Hall 

Montpelier City Hall is a historic 
structure, housing city offices and 
a large hall used for theater 
productions and town gatherings. 
For twenty or more years, the 
front landscaping consisted of ten 
Japanese barberry plants. In 
Spring 2010, Montpelier 
Conservation Commission 
members convinced city planners 
to remove the invasive terrestrial 
plants. In early May Vermont 
Youth Conservation Corps 
students dug up the plants, Parks 
staff hauled the plants to the local 
stump dump, and on Green Up 
Day a crew of volunteers 
replanted the site with Wiegelia 
and a mix of perennials. It was a 
true team effort! 

 

 
 



 
 

http://www.fnps.org/committees/fnps/pdfs/fnpsfnps_landscape_ord_0224071.pdf) 

 
 
Policy 1.6: Undertake efforts to remove 
invasive species. 
Action Steps: 
a. Provide landowner education on how to 
identify and remove invasive species. 
(Conservation Commission) 
b. Work with the highway department and 
road crew to identify and remove invasives 
along the roadsides. (Conservation 
Commission) 
c. Explore funding for consultation and 
hiring experts to remove invasive species 
that are the most difficult to control. 
(Conservation Commission, Highway 
Department, Selectboard) 
d. Explore a regional approach to control 
and removal of invasives. 

Excerpt from the Town 
of Dummerston  
2010 Town Plan 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/town-websites/
http://www.fnps.org/committees/fnps/pdfs/fnpsfnps_landscape_ord_0224071.pdf


 

  From the Unified Development Bylaw for  
  the Town Of Williston,  Vermont ( amended 
  2010). Landscaping Chapter. This list applies  
 to any development for which a discretionary   

 permit is required. 

 



 
 

 
Any town wide effort to reduce the spread of invasives should include collaboration with the local road crew. Road 
maintenance is a primary vector for the movement of the seeds and roots of invasive plants. 

 

 

 

http://www.vermontlocalroads.org/


 

Table 5.1. Best Management Practices for Roadside Invasive Plants 
SOIL DISTURBANCE & STABILIZATION MOVEMENT & MAINTENANCE OF 

EQUIPMENT 

1. Minimize soil disturbance.  Monitor 
recent work sites for the emergence of 
invasive plants for a minimum of 2 years 
after project completion. 

2. Stabilize disturbed soil as soon as 
possible. 

 Use clean mulch, hay, rip-rap, or 
gravel 

 Seed with native species where 
possible 

3. Avoid using fill from invaded sites.  
When in doubt about the quality of fill, 
monitor work sites for the emergence of 
invasive plants for a minimum of 2 years.  

 

1. When equipment needs to be moved, plan 
work flow so that equipment is moved from 
unaffected sites to affected sites.  This is 
especially important during ditch cleaning and 
shoulder scraping. 

2. Staging areas should be free of invasive plants 
3. All equipment and tools should be cleaned of 

visible dirt and plant material before leaving 
affected project sites.  Cleaning methods can 
include portable wash stations, high pressure air, 
brush, broom, or other hand tools.  

4. If equipment will be used in infested areas, 
remove above-ground invasive plant materials 
such as purple loosestrife, phragmites, and 
Japanese knotweed prior to the start of work. 

 

MOWING 
 

HANDLING EXCAVATED MATERIAL &  
INVASIVE PLANT MATERIAL 

1. Avoid mowing areas infested with purple 
loosestrife, phragmites, and Japanese 
knotweed, as these can sprout from stem 
and root fragments. Stake roadside 
populations with “Do Not Mow”.  

2. If mowing is necessary, mow these areas 
BEFORE seed maturation (approximately 
August 1st).  

3. Clean mowing equipment daily, and prior 
to transport.  This is particularly important 
if mowing is after seed maturation (August 
1st) 

 

1. Destroy removed plant material.  Methods 
include: 

 Drying/Liquefying:  place on impervious surface 
and cover 

 Brush piles:  not for plants with fruit or seed 

 Burying:  minimum of 3 feet below grade 

 Burning:  have a designated burn pile for invasive 
plants 

 Herbicide:  requires a licensed applicator (VT 
Department of Agriculture) 

2. Cover invasive plant material when 
transporting. 

3. Excavated materials taken from infested areas 
should only be used onsite, unless all plant 
material has been destroyed.  Only use within 
exact limits of infestation. 

4. Stockpile unused excavated materials on 
impervious surface, or bury a minimum of 3 
feet below grade (5 feet for Japanese knotweed). 

5. Excavation should be avoided in areas 
containing purple loosestrife, phragmites, and 
Japanese knotweed. 

6. Cover soil from infested areas when 
transporting. 

 
Adapted from New Hampshire Department of Transportation’s  
Best Management Practices for Roadside Invasive Plants 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/environment/units/technicalservices/documents/BMPsforRoadsideIn
vasivePlants.pdf 



 
 

         Excerpts from  
         “Appropriate  Management 
         Recommendations” from 
         the Windham Regional  
         Commission’s 2006  
         Regional Plan  
 
6. Encourage public, industrial, and private 
landowners to maintain and enhance forest 
resources on their lands and to follow 
sustainable forest management practices that 
provide habitat for diverse natural species, 
avoid high grading of timberlands, and follow 
Acceptable Management Practices. 
7. Support the eradication of exotic invasive 
plants that impede natural forest 
regeneration in the region, especially glossy 
buckthorn, Norway maple, Japanese barberry, 
tartarian honeysuckle, morrow (fly) 
honeysuckle and oriental bittersweet. 

 

 

http://www.vapda.org/


 

Due to frequent flooding and movement of plant propagules, a 
floodplain forest is particularly susceptible to infestations of 
knotweed and garlic mustard. 

http://www.vpic.info/
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/library/maps/Community_Wildlife_Program/complete.pdf
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/library/maps/Community_Wildlife_Program/complete.pdf
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/library/maps/Community_Wildlife_Program/complete.pdf


 
 

 


